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Ukraine
Ukraine is a recent newcomer on many a Western 
traveller’s radar. Independence from the Soviet Union 
came in 1991, but the Orange Revolution in 2004 
brought the country to the public’s attention once again. 
This country of 46 million people is the eighth-most 
visited one in the world, but it’s also currently touting the 
worst inflation rate in Europe. Its currency, the Hryvnia, 
was the second-worst performing currency in the world 
in 2008, according to Bloomberg. Eastern Europe’s harsh 
recession plunged Ukraine into stagflation but visitors will discover 
a wealth of attractions in Ukraine. Key to the country’s popularity is its long and stirring 
history. More than 500 cities in Ukraine were established more than 900 years ago and 
almost 5,000 of its villages are more than three centuries old.   
Kiev, the capital, is one of the oldest cities in Eastern Europe. 

When towns such as Tira, Olviya, Chersonese and Panticapea were excavated, their 
origins were found to date back to the 5th century. Medieval, Italian-built fortresses dot 
the Crimea. There are more than 600 museums that exhibit and shine a light onto the 
different periods in Ukraine’s history. 

Seychelles
The Seychelles is made up of 115 islands, all sun-
bathed and basking in the Indian Ocean, about 1,500 
Kilometres east of mainland Africa and northeast of 
Madagascar. The sun beats down - temperatures 
range between 75 and 90 degrees Fahrenheit, (24 
and 32 degrees Celsius) year-round, the beaches 
are sugar soft and the waters are turquoise, clear 
and teeming with colourful marine life. 

Mahé, Praslin and La Digue are the main islands 
- the ones most travellers visit. Other islands on the 
tourist trail include Bird Island, Cerf, Chauve Souris, 
Cousine, Denis Island, Silhouette and Ste. Anne.

The islands without accommodation, 
which include Anonyme, Aride, Conception 
and Moyenne, are popular for day trips, 
snorkelling, diving and wild-life watching.

The Seychelles boast the Vallée de Mai on 
Praslin, once thought to be the Garden of 
Eden, where the suggestively shaped Coco-
de-mer nut grows, and Aldabra, the world’s 
largest raised coral atoll, home to the world’s 
largest population of giant tortoises.

Country Facts

Airports: Boryspil international airport (KBP)

Currency: Hryvnia, divided into 100 kopecks

Language: Ukrainian

Country Facts

Airports: Mahe Island (SEZ)

Currency: Rupee (SCR), divided 
into 100 cents

Language: Creole, English and 
French 




