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Willamette Valley is the heart of Oregon’s agriculture
country and during spring and summer months,
roadside stands and farmers’ markets in the towns
sell produce to passersby. The valley also provides a
home for more than 200 wineries producing several
types of wine including Pinot Noir, Pinot Gris and
Riesling.

Heceta Head Lighthouse — one of the most

photographed lighthouses in America — is located in Lane

County on a cliff overlooking the Pacific Ocean. Grab your

camera (and a bottle of wine from Willamette Valley) and head out to watch the sunset.

If water moves you, there are several places along the Oregon coast to watch whales,
including Winchester Bay. The best time to see the whales is during the winter migration
(end of December 26 through beginning of January) and spring migration (March).

Portland is Oregon’s major city and home to some of the best hotels and restaurants on
the West Coast. Mount Hood is the highest mountain in Oregon and is easily accessible
from Portland. There is just a 90-minute drive to get to the skiing or snowboarding
areas.

RHODE ISLAND

It's hard to imagine a state so small can suffer such great losses,
but Rhode Island is feeling the effects, and aftershocks, of

the recession. The Ocean State has one of the highest
unemployment rates in the nation and one of the highest
foreclosure rates in New England, according to CNN. What's
more, Rhode Island is one of the highest taxed states in New
England, making a comeback even harder to come by. On

a positive note, Rhode Island hosts some of the best seasonal
activities for travelers.

Thanks to nearly 400 miles of coastline, Rhode Island is one of the top water sports
states in the nation. Sailing, boating, fishing, kayaking, cruising, swimming, yachting
and more take place throughout the Ocean State. In addition to the maritime activities,
Rhode Island is steeped in history. Newport — the state’s famed beachside summer

hotspot — is also home to the country’s oldest tavern building (The White Horse Tavern,
1673) and the Newport mansions, once built and operated by America’s millionaires.

Providence is the state capitol and has everything from old-world charm to modern-

day activities. Take time at the Providence Place Mall, go for a gondola ride down the
Providence River and take part in Providence’s famed WaterFire event. The event takes
place every August and features more than 100 bonfires on the three rivers in downtown
Providence.

WISCONSIN

Wisconsin’s unemployment is climbing and the state’s largest industry —
manufacturing — is suffering at the hands of the economy. With little to
spare financially, Wisconsin does appeal to tourists as one of the
nation’s top places for outdoor activities and adventure at below-
average rates.

Foodies will appreciate a trip back to simpler times in

Wisconsin. Think: Beer and cheese, and all is fine with the

world. The Miller Valley is the part of West State Street

between the Miller Brewing Company’s buildings. There

is a replica of Miller’s first brewery and the Miller Inn, and

you can tour the brewery for some taste-testing. Stop by the

Wisconsin Cheese Mart in the original German retail district to

pick up Mild Wisconsin Cheddar Cheese in the shape of a “W,”

or a Cheesehead survival kit with cheddar, salami, mustard and

maple syrup. True Cheeseheads will take a trip to Gibbsville cheese

factory, where you can sample some of the 50 types of cheese made in

Wisconsin. New Glarus in south Wisconsin is home to the Swiss Historical Village, a
museum of 13 historic buildings. There are also annual festivals such as the Heidi and
William Tell festivals. While you’re here, check out the New Glarus Brewing Company
for some of Wisconsin’s best microbrews.

For those travelers looking to explore more of Wisconsin’s outdoor activities, head

to Door County and enjoy five state parks, lighthouses and about 40 islands. Traipse
through the cherry orchards for cherry pies, jams and bundles of dried cherries. Nearby
are the 21 Apostle Islands on Lake Superior: Madeline Island has particularly fine
beaches and unspoilt landscape. Marinette County has 14 waterfalls — beautiful spots
for camping and picnicking.






